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The University of North Texas 
Department of History 

HIST 4860—The Civil War and Reconstruction 
Fall 2021 

T-TH, 12:30 to 1:50 p.m. 
WH 112 

 
Dr. Alex Mendoza 
Office:  WH 260 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 to 12:20 p.m., or by appointment 
Email: alexander.mendoza@unt.edu 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
HIS 4680 examines the era of the American Civil War.  This course describes and analyzes the history of America’s greatest 
crisis, from its origins in the early nineteenth century through the abandonment of Reconstruction in 1877, with some 
attention to sectional reconciliation and the various ways in which the crisis is remembered.  It interweaves the political, 
military, social, economic, and cultural dimensions of this experience with emphasis on the linkages between them.  Students 
will achieve an understanding of the main developments of the Civil War and Reconstruction era, the ways in which these 
developments reflected or shaped developments in general American history, and the main interpretations advanced by 
scholars who have studied this subject.  This course will not simply focus on the military aspects of the Civil War. 
 
 
ASSIGNED TEXTS: 
 

 Michael Fellman, et al, This Terrible War:  The Civil War and its Aftermath (2014) ISBN: 0321052854 
 
 
GRADING: 
 
Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% corresponds to a borderline A- & 89.99% to a B+; 80% is the line between a B- & a 
C+ and so on.  Grades will not be curved in this course.  No extra credit will be accepted to substitute for poor test 
grades or non-attendance. 
 

 Midterm Exams  50% (25% each) 
 Final Exam  25% 
 Primary Source Discussions  15% (5% each) 
 Participation & Engagement  10% 

 
This course tries to maintain a strict reading/testing schedule. . 
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EXAMS: 
 
Three exams—two midterms and a final—will be given during the semester.  Exams will be comprised of written essays and 
will be submitted to our Canvas portal no later than the due date for each test.  Students will receive a test prompt 
approximately 5-7 days prior to our due date.  Each test will focus on lectures and assigned readings.  Details will be 
forthcoming. 
 
 
PRIMARY SOURCE READING DISCUSSIONS: 
 
On three (3) separate assignments, students will be expected to read a primary source document(s) pertaining to the Civil War 
and Reconstruction era and provide answers to a series of questions posed by the professor (200-word minimum) and 
comment on fellow students’ responses (100-word minimum) on Canvas.  Additional information is forthcoming in the 
semester. The average of these assignments will comprise ten percent (15%) of your overall grade.  
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION COMPONENT: 
 
Ten percent (10%) of your overall grade will be based on a subjective class attendance/participation component.  I may 
occasionally call on students to answer questions or to explore themes related to the individual topics.  From time to time, the 
instructor will pose questions to the class, but feel free to initiate your own comments and ask questions related to course 
material, and respond to the questions and comments made by others.  Engagement with the professor and the course via 
Canvas and discussions is valued greatly.  
 
NOTE TAKING: You are expected to take notes during lectures, discussions, and, if applicable, videos. Please do not try to 
follow along with me in your textbook—I do not lecture directly from your book and you will end up missing key points in 
the lecture and the point(s) I am trying to make. If you miss a class, check with your fellow students to see if someone will 
lend you their notes. The professor does not provide lecture notes for any student(s). 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATION: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for 
students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the 
Office of Disability Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
INCOMPLETES: It is the professor’s prerogative to not grant incompletes for any reason.  Students must 
acknowledge this model if they are to enroll in History 4680. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE DUE TO RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE: Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a 
religious observance are requested to inform the instructor of such absences by the second class meeting of the semester. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE FOR UNIVERSITY SPONSORED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: If you intend to be absent for 
a university-sponsored event or activity, you (or the event sponsor) must notify the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
date of the planned absence. At that time the instructor will set a date and time when make-up assignments will be completed. 
 
USE OF EMAIL: Feel free to e-mail me in regard to anything related to the class, the topic, or professional requests. Please 
do not e-mail me in regard to specific grades. I will not respond to grade queries for reasons of student privacy, and anything 
I deem inappropriate or unprofessional. Please use my university email address listed on page 1 of this syllabus. 
 
USE OF CANVAS: The instructor will use the University of North Texas’ Canvas platform to distribute information 
throughout the semester. Lecture outlines, exam reviews, individual grades, and announcements will all be found on the 
course Canvas page. Students must learn the process of accessing course information and materials on specific dates. The 
burden of responsibility lies with the student. 
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WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 
 

1. Please try not to be late to class.  We cannot afford any distractions.  If there is a reason why you must be late, try to 
be quiet as you come in. 

 
2. Take all exams and quizzes on the scheduled dates.  Take your tests when they are scheduled.  All make-ups are 

subject to professor’s approval.  Visit office hours if you need help or have additional questions. 
 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME: 
 

1. My lectures will be well-prepared and organized. 
 
2. I will see that your papers and exams are graded promptly and accurately and I will remain accessible throughout the 

semester and hold office hours regularly. 
 
 
NOTE: 
 

 Please do not bring a tape recorder to class unless you can provide some documentation for a disability. 
 

 Feel free to e-mail me in regard to anything related to the class, the topic, or professional matters. 
 

 This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.   
 
Please consider that there are only three major exams for this course, two midterms and a final, in addition to a few 
other grade components.  There are no assignments or extra credit opportunities to substitute for poor grades or non-
attendance for individual students.  It is understood that remaining in this class constitutes an agreement to abide by 
the terms outlined in this syllabus and an acceptance of the requirements outlined in this document.  
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Schedule of Lectures and Readings (subject to change) 
 
Date Lecture# Lecture Topic 
 
Week One:  Course Introduction and the Road to the Civil War 
 

Aug. 24 01 Introduction & Syllabus 
   “America at War with Itself”:  Territorial Debate and The Compromise of 1850 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 1 
 

 26 02 “The Deepening Crisis, The 1850s”:  A Slave Power Conspiracy? 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 2 
 

Week Two:  Armageddon  
 

Aug.  30 03 Lincoln Ascendant:  The Election of 1860 & the Secession Crisis 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 2 
 

Sep. 01 04 “The Battle Lines Form”:  A Great Civil War 
   Fellman, et. al, This Terrible War, chapter 3 
 

Week Three:  The War Takes Shape 
 

Sep. 04  Labor Day—No Classes Scheduled at UNT 
 

Sep. 05 05 “The King of Spades!”: Robert E. Lee, the Defense of Richmond, and the West in 1862 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 4 
 

Sep. 07  Discussion: The Causes of the Civil War 
   Module 1 Discussion Due: Sullivan to Sarah Ballou Letter, July 14, 1861 
 
 

Week Four:  The Grand Spectacle of Battle 
 

Sep. 14 06 The Confederate Highwater Mark:  The Fall of 1862 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 4 
 

Sep. 16 07 “It is well that War is so Terrible, or we should grow too fond of it”: The Winter of 1862-1863 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 4 
 

Week Five:  The War Changes Shape 
 

Sep. 21 08 “Blow Ye Trumpet Blow”:  Emancipation and its Legacy 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 5 
   Review for Exam I 
 

Sep. 23  Exam I: 1848-1863 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapters 1-5 
 

Week Six:  The Pinnacle of War 
 

Sep. 28 09 “We Should Assume the Aggressive”:  The Critical Year:  1863 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 8 
 

Sep. 30 10 “The Limits of Conflict”:  Wartime North and South 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 7 
 

Week Seven:  A Military Transformation 
 

Oct. 05 11 “By River or Sea”:  The Civil War Navies 
   Fellman, et. al, This Terrible War, chapters 8-9 
 

Oct. 07 12 “Lincoln Finds His General”: Ulysses S. Grant and the Making of Grand Strategy 
   Fellman, et. al, This Terrible War, chapter 9 
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Week Eight:  Hard War 
 

Oct. 12 13 The Road to Hard War 
   Fellman, et. al, This Terrible War, chapter 9 
 

Oct. 14  Discussion: The Confederacy and the will to win  
   Module 2 Discussion Due: Gen. William T. Sherman Letter, September 12,1864 
 
 

Week Nine:  Ending a Civil War 
 
 

Oct. 19 14 “The Darkest Hour”:  The Election of 1864 & the Collapse of the Confederacy 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 9 
 

Oct. 21 15 “The Deep Waters Are Closing Over Us”:  Surrender and Defeat 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 9 
 

Week Ten:  Impact 
 
Oct. 26 16 Challenges:  The Legacies of the War, North and South 
   Fellman, et. al, This Terrible War, chapter 10 
   Review for Exam II 
 

Oct. 28  Exam II: 1863 to 1865 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapters 6-10 
 
 

Week Eleven:  The Plans of Reconstruction 
 

Nov. 02 17 “The Flag of Freedom”:  The Problems of Presidential Reconstruction 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 10 
 

Nov. 04 18 “The Gauntlet is Thrown”:  Congressional Reconstruction and Johnson 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 10 
 

Week Twelve:  Emerging from the Shadows 
 

Nov. 09 19 “The Freedom Sun Shine Out”:  African Americans and Reconstruction 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 11 
 

Nov. 11  Discussion: Reconstruction and its Meanings 
 

Week Thirteen:  Ending Reconstruction 
 

Nov. 16 20 Carry the Election Peacefully if We Can, Forcefully if We Must”:  White Resistance to Reconstruction 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 12 
 

Nov. 18 21 “Are You for the Nation, or are You for the Rebels?”: The Election of 1876 & the End of Reconstruction 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 12 
 

Week Fourteen:  The New South and the Memory of the Civil War 
 

Nov. 23  Discussion: Causes Lost but Not Forgotten: The Civil War and the Problem of Memory 
   Discussion Module 3 Due: The Origins of the KKK 
 

Nov. 25  Thanksgiving Holiday—UNT Closed  
 

Week Fifteen: Meanings 
 

Nov. 30  “Losing the War, Winning the Peace”:  The Lost Cause and Civil War Memory 
   Fellman, et. al., This Terrible War, chapter 12 
 

Dec. 02  Summary/Review of previous course material 
 
 

Final Examination 
 

Wednesday, December 09, 2021 (10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) 
 

(Check the UNT website for any updates) 


	Dr. Alex Mendoza
	Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 to 12:20 p.m., or by appointment
	Date Lecture# Lecture Topic
	Final Examination
	Wednesday, December 09, 2021 (10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.)

